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can heartily second Mr. Newton’s advice to have handles to the 
drills. 

The section on the preparation of specimens contains many 
useful hints, the very simplicity of which has led them to be 
forgotten till after many a lesson of bitter experience; such, 
e. g. as keeping the egg from the light while drying, holding it 
over a basin of water while operating, the proper method of 
packing safely, &e. How many a collector has groaned on the 
reception of a box packed with sawdust! At page 12 we have 
an admirable method given for strengthening hard-set eggs 
during the process of emptying their contents. We may, per- 
haps, venture to add our regret that Mr. Newton should have 
tolerated by any suggestion, while he most justly condemns, 
the semibarbarous two-hole system. 

The concluding observations contain many valuable hints on 
identification and the methods of attaining it. The field natu- 
ralist must never forget that the more closely species approach 
each other, the more important as well as the more difficult is 
identification. For this reason we always admired the nerve 
with which a worthy fellow-traveller used ruthlessly to smash 
every unidentified capture, and can re-echo his exclamation, 
“ An identified duck is the most valuable of eggs !” 

We can only now most heartily thank Mr. Newton for his 
lesson both to grandmother and grandchildren in blowing eggs, 
and hope that he will follow up his suggestions by other bro- 
chures on the arrangement of cabinets, and the collection of 
skeletons or portions of skeletons, a subject on which none can 
speak with more authority. 


LIV.—Recent Ornithological Publications. 
1. Eneuisn PUBLICATIONS. 


AMONG the “ Zoological Notes from Aneiteum in the New He- 
brides,” by Mr. J. MacGillivray, in the August number of ‘ The 
Zoologist, is a description of a supposed new species of Petrel 
(Procellaria torquata), allicd to P. cookii and P. mollis. This 
bird breeds in Aneiteum “in burrows in the wooded moun- 
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tains of the interior of the island, the highest of which attains 
an elevation of 2788 feet.” 


Mr. Eyton has issued the fourth and fifth numbers of his 
‘Osteologia Avium.’ 


In Mr. Bree’s ‘ Birds of Europe, which has now reached its 
twenty-seventh number, will be found Mr. A. Newton’s account 
of the breeding of the Red-throated Pipit (Anthus cervinus, Pal- 
las= A. rufogularis, Brehm). This little-known bird was met 
with by him in June 1855, when in company with Messrs. J. 
Wolley and W. H. Simpson, in a restricted locality in Eastern 
Finmark, between Wadsö and Nyborg, and several well-identi- 
fied nests were procured. There can be no doubt of the validity 
of this species, which, indeed, has been already vindicated by 
Herr Pastor W. Passler, in a recent number of Cabanis’ Journal 
(1859, Heft vi.). 


In the “ Outlines of the Natural History of the Isle of Wight, 
by A.G. More, F.L.S.,” appended to Mr. Venables’s recently pub- 
lished Guide-book to that island*, we are presented with a good 
account of its ornithology. Though the arrangement of the 
species into ‘Residents,’ ‘Summer Visitors,’ &c. is, in our opinion, 
objectionable, as rendering it difficult for tourists, or even gene- 
ral students, to discover, without much loss of time, in which 
of the five groups any particular species is to be found, yet, with 
this exception, Mr. More’s treatment of the subject is very com- 
mendable, and affords a favourable contrast to the carelessness 
exhibited in the Natural-History chapters in most Handbooks. 
Without counting a few undoubted foreigners, which are said to 
have occurred, 220 birds are enumerated as having been cap- 
tured in the island ; but of these we think that the appearance of 
at least four, Aquila chrysaétos, Parus cristatus, Picus martius, 
and Fratercula glacialis (this last the only supposed instance of 
its occurrence in the British Isles), rests on authority hardly 
sufficient. “It is remarkable,” says Mr. More, “that the Nut- 


* < A New Guide to the Isle of Wight, &c., by the Rev. E. Venables, 
M.A.’ London (Stanford), 1860. 
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hatch [Sitta europea, auct. Brit.] should not yet have been ob- 
served in the Isle of Wight, since it is a bird common in Susscx, 
and considered by Mr. Knox as partially migratory.” Falco 
peregrinus still breeds in two or three localities, “ but these fine 
birds have been shamefully ill-used during these past few sea- 
sons. Not only have their eyries been regularly plundered, but 
the parents shot and trapped on the nest itself.” Of Fregilus 
graculus the doom seems as melancholy. “As it is, the Chough 
is already extinct in Sussex, and the time is perhaps not far 
distant when it will disappear from our cliffs as well.’ The 
Hoopoe (Upupa epops) almost annually occurs, and when it pre- 
sents itself, no doubt meets with the same unhappy reception as 
awaits it in other parts of England! 


The first part of the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal 
contains Mr. Blyth’s Report on late accessions received by the 
Zoological department, amongst which is a series of birds sent 
by Mr. Swinhoe. Mr. Blyth’s notes on these will be read with 
interest, and, with his nomenclature, should be compared with 
Mr. Swinhoe’s article in this Journal. Some additional novel- 
ties have appeared from the Andamans, including a Woodpecker | 
(Mulleripicus hodgei!\, an Anthus (A. rufosuperciliaris), and a 
Thrush (Oreocinela infra-marginata) considered as new, and some 
other species, known from elsewhere, but now recognized in the 
Andamans for the first time. A description of Mr. Blyth’s 
new Cassowary (Casuarius uno-appendiculatus) is given, p. 112. 
Remarks on this bird have been already given (anfed, p. 402). 


2. Frencu PUBLICATIONS. 


In No. 5 of the ‘Revue et Magasin de Zoologie’ for the 
present year, M. Jules Verreaux describes a new Wader from 
Eastern Siberia (of which a figure is also given), under the name 
Micropalama tacksanowskia. Mr. Blyth, of Calcutta, informs us 
in a recent communication that this interesting bird is evidently 
his Pseudosculopax semipalmatus (sce anted, p. 90) in summer dress 
—a species which he had formerly referred to Macrorhamphus 
(Journ. As. Soc. Beng. xvii. p. 252). “ The seasonal change,” says 
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Mr. Blyth, “ is accordingly similar to that of Limosa rufa, which 
is exactly what I had anticipated. I know of but two Indian 
examples, both obtained in winter-dress,—one by myself in the 
Calcutta provision-bazaars (Dec. 12th, 1847), and the other a 
year or two previously by Jerdon, somewhere on the Coromandel 
coast. Verreaux’s bird being from N.E. Asia (Dahuria), we may 
expect this to turn out to be a species chiefly of Eastern Asia.” 


We have received the sixth part of M. Malherbe’s Monograph 
of the Picide. It continues the description and illustration of 
the multitudinous species of true Picus. 


3. GERMAN PUBLICATIONS. 


In the last part of Cabanis’ ‘Journal fiir Ornithologie’ for 
1859 will be found some descriptions of new or little-known 
birds, by Herr F. Heine, from his father’s celebrated museum. 
Coloburis rufiventris and Tanysiptera margarethe are evidently 
from Mr. Wallace’s recent Batchian and Gilolo collections. The 
former seems to be Mr.G.R.Gray’s Pitta inornata (P.Z. S. 1860, 
p. 350), the latter his Tanysiptera isis (ibid. p. 347). We cannot 
agree with Dr. Quistorp in doubting the specific difference of 

` Milvus ater from M. regalis, as he seems inclined to do (vide 
p- 472). 

The second number of the same Journal for the present year 
contains, amongst other articles, a continuation of Dr. Hartlaub’s 
Essay on the Ornithology of Madagascar, and an article by F. 
Heine on the species of Cyanocorax. In the latter, several new 
species (or local subspecies ?) are recognized. 


Herr August von Pelzeln has made a valuable contribution to 
the ‘Sitzungsberichte’ of the Imperial Academy of Vienna (sce 
vol. lxi. p. 319 et seq.), in the shape of some details concerning 
the ornithology of Norfolk Island. The well-known artist, 
F. L. Bauer, who accompanied Captain Flinders’s expedition to 
the Antipodes, in the commencement of the present century, as 
botanical painter, having died in 1826, his collections and draw- 
ings were sold by auction, and were purchased by the Imperial 
Museum of Natural History. From their precious materials, 
and some other acquisitions of the Imperial Cabinet, Herr von 
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Pelzeln has been enabled to furnish us with a list of over twenty 
species of birds, which formed part of the Avifauna of this little 
speck in the earth’s surface in the beginning of the present 
century. Several of these have before now, in all probability, 
entirely disappeared, so that information about them is doubly 
welcome. 

The species indicated as found in Norfolk Island are the 
following :— 


l. Astur approximans. (A.) 13. Leucosarcia picata. (A.) 
2. Climacteris scandens. (A.) 14. Charadrius xanthocheilus.(A.) 
3. Zosterops tenuirostris. (N. Z.) 
4. albogularis. 15. Limosa baueri, sp. nov. 
5. Gerygone modesta, sp. nov. (N. Z.) 
6. Turdus poliocephalus. 16. Totanus glottis. (A.) 
7. Rhipidura assimilis, sp.nov. 17. Notornis alba. 
8. Pachycephala longirostris. 18. Anas superciliosa. (A.) 
9. Campephaga longicaudata. (NS Ze) 
10. Aplonis obscurus. (N.Z.) 19. Puffinus chlororhynchus. 
11. Nestor nor folcensis. 20. Procellaria atlantica. 
12. Hemiphaga spadicea. 21. Phaëthon phænicurus. 


Of these twenty-one birds, the last three are oceanic species 
which do not affect the character of the fauna. Of the eighteen 
that remain, according to Herr von Pelzeln, nine are peculiar to 
the island, as far as is hitherto known; six (marked A. in our 
list) are common to Australia; four (marked N. Z.) also occur 
in New Zealand, and Notornis alba is supposed to be (or rather 
to have been) also found in Lord Howe’s Island. With regard to 
the Nestor, Herr von Pelzeln has shown why he is disposed to 
regard this bird as having been different from the Nestor pro- 
ductus which inhabited the little adjoining island called ‘ Philip 
Island.’ The example supposed to have been of this species, 
formerly in the Imperial Collection, is unfortunately missing, 
and the only evidence available on the subject is that of Bauer’s 
drawing, which was taken from a living subject in Norfolk 
Island on the 19th of January, 1805. 

Notornis alba is established on a specimen acquired at the 
sale of the Leverian Collection, which was, without doubt, the 
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type of Fulica alba of White’s Voyage*, and the Gallinula alba 
of Latham. This bird has been considered by Temminck and 
G. R. Gray to be an albino varicty of the well-known Porphyrio 
melanotus; but Herr von Pelzeln regards it as certainly distinct, 
and probably referable to a second species of the highly inter- 
esting quasi-extinct genus Noturnis. Of the original type of 
this genus (the Nofornis mantelli of New Zealand), but two spe- 
cimens, we may remark, are known to exist, both of which are 
now in the British Museum. 


4. AMERICAN PUBLICATIONS. 


The following extract from the ‘ Proceedings of the Academy 
of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia’ for March 20th last will be 
read with interest, and explains itself :— 

“ Dr. Leidy announced (p. 86) the presentation by Dr. T. B. 
Wilson of his entire collection of birds, amounting to 26,000 
mounted specimens and 2000 skins. 

“ Mr. Cassin said, in relation to the presentation of the collec- 
tion of birds now in the Museum of this Academy by Dr. T. B. 
Wilson :— 

“The collection of birds in the Museum of the Academy has 
been regarded for some years as the collection of this Academy, 
and is extensively known and referred to as such by authors and 
naturalists. The donation this evening, so liberally and cha- 
racteristically made by Dr. Wilson, involves only a change of 
ownership, or transfer of title, with the further important con- 
sideration, that it secures the collection to the Academy, as in- 
tended by Dr. Wilson, in perpetuity, and without contingency. 

“Previous to this donation the collection has been accumu- 
lated from various sources, since 1845, with great judgment, and 
with constant and unremitted exertion on his part, and also on 
the part of his brother, Mr. Edward Wilson, long resident in 
Europe. The latter-named gentleman has most ably and suc- 
cessfully seconded his brother in the greatest enterprises ever 
entered upon in America, having for their object the promotion 
of the zoological sciences and of general natural history. The 
results mainly have been, at this period, the formation of the 

* White’s Journal of a Voyage to New South Wales, p. 238 (eum tab.). 
VOL. II. 2G 
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library of this Academy, and of its collections in all departments, 
but especially in mineralogy, paleontology, conchology, crus- 
tacea, ichthyology, and ornithology. 

“The very extensive and comprehensive series now presented, 
with the comparatively small collection previously owned by the 
Academy, comprise one of the most complete ornithological 
museums extant. It is, in fact, one of the four great collections 
of birds in the world, and, so far as can be ascertained from 
published catalogues, is fairly entitled to be considered as pre- 
senting facilities for study in this favourite branch of natural 
history equal to those of any other institution. 

“Mainly, the collection of Dr. Wilson was based on that of 
General Massena, Duke of Rivoli, and his son, M. Victor Massena, 
Prince @’Essling, which was regarded as the finest private col- 
lection in Europe. This was acquired by purchase in 1846, and 
brought to this country. Various other valuable and more or 
less extensive collections have been added since that period, in- 
cluding Mr. Gould’s Australian birds, which are the types of his 
great work, ‘The Birds of Australia,” and embracing all the 
species then known, except five only. Another important col- 
lection, mainly Parrots, Humming-birds, and Tanagers, was 
that of M. Bourcier, a distinguished French ornithologist; and 
quite equally so was a collection made in the interior countries 
of India by Capt. Boys, of the East India Company’s service. 
Very important, too, are collections from the Leyden Museum, 
through the influence of the eminent naturalists now or lately 
attached to that great institution, particularly the celebrated 
Temminck; and many others obtained in Europe through the 
faithful and judicious exertions of Mr. Edward Wilson for the 
interests of this Academy. 

“ Numerous other smaller additions have been made, when- 
ever opportunity presented, in this country, by Dr. Wilson, and 
also have been derived from European naturalists by exchange 
and purchase, to the extent of several thousand specimens. 
Messrs. Verreaux, the well-known commercial naturalists and 
ornithologists of Paris, have been of exceeding service; and but 
little less so has been Mr. John G. Bell of New York, the prin- 
cipal commercial naturalist in this country, whose high interest 
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in the prosperity of the Academy, and scientific knowledge, has 
never failed to be exerted, and always has been of great value in 
the extension of the collection. Mr. John Krider, Mr. Wiliam 
S. Wood, and Mr. James Taylor of this city, have also furnished 
to Dr. Wilson many valuable specimens ; and all of these gen- 
tlemen have invariably shown the utmost cheerfulness and libe- 
rality in their business with the Museum of the Academy. 

“ The collection now presented by Dr. Wilson has been de- 
rived from the following sources, and includes specimens nearly 
as here enumerated :— 


Specimens. 

E@vearcollection, first purchase ..........0..+--22008 12,500 
meevonrcollection, 2nd purchase..........-sscceeeeess 2,500 
Mr. Gould’s Australian collection ..........+- TESERO 2,000 
COSER IENS CONECTION oe aseecssiceceseccesosseen. 1,000 
Cpi ara E E T 1,000 
Mr. Edward Wilson’s collections in Europe, including col- 

lections from the Leyden and British Museums ...... 4,500 
Dr. Thomas B. Wilson’s collections in Europe.........- 1,000 


Dr. Thomas B. Wilson’s collections in the United States. 1,500 


Total now presented to the Academy...... 26,000 


“Tt may be of interest to add, that the collection previously 
owned by the Academy comprises about 3000 specimens, in- 
cluding a very superior North-American series derived from 
nearly all ornithologists in the United States, who have in- 
variably shown the greatest interest in the formation of the 
large collection of this Academy. The aggregate number of 
specimens exhibited, and now belonging to the Academy, is 
therefore about 29,000 birds.” 

The second part of Mr. Cassin’s Catalogue of Birds collected 
during the Darien expedition is given, p. 188. A new and 
remarkable type among the Formicaride is named Pittasoma 
michleri. We hope Mr. Cassin will eventually give us a figure 
of this interesting species. The total number of species collected 
during the expedition amounts to 144. 


We have to acknowledge Prof. Baird’s kindness in sending us 
a copy of the two handsome volumes* formed by a reissue of 


* <The Birds of North America; the descriptions of species chiefly 


DN 
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his well-known Report on the Birds collected during the Rail- 
road Exploring Expedition so often referred to in these pages. 
This work is indispensable to any one who takes an interest in 
the ornithology of the New World, and we have no hesitation in 
recommending it to our subscribers as one of the most useful and 
complete treatises upon the birds of any one known country 
which has ever appeared. The advertisement to the present 
edition, which we subjoin, sufficiently explains its contents and 
its objects :— 

“The present work is, in part, a reprint of the ‘ General Report 
on North American Birds,’ presented to the Department of War, 
and published in October 1858, as one of the series of ‘ Reports 
of Explorations and Surveys of a Railroad Route to the Pacific 
Ocean.’ In this volume, however, will be found many im- 
portant additions and corrections, including detailed lists of 
plates, both numerical and systematic, descriptions of newly- 
discovered species, &c., not in the original edition. 

“The Atlas contains 100 plates, representing 148 new or un- 
figured species of North American birds. Of these plates about 
fifty appear for the first time, having been prepared expressly for 
this work. The remainder form the ornithological illustrations 
of the Reports of the Pacific Railroad Survey, and of the United 
States and Mexican Boundary Survey under Major Emory, and 
are distributed throughout the numerous volumes composing 
those series. All have, however, been carefully retouched and 
lettered for this edition, and quite a number redrawn entirely 
from better and more characteristic specimens. In fact, the 
plates of the Atlas have been prepared expressly for the present 
edition with the utmost care and attention. 

“ In the volume of text will be found a complete account of 
the birds of North America, brought down to the present time, 
including accurate descriptions of all known species; their 
arrangement in the genera and families recognized by modern 
zoologists ; their geographical distribution ; and, as far as pos- 


based on the Collections in the Museum of the Smithsonian Institution. By 
Spencer F. Baird, with the cooperation of John Cassin and George N. Law- 
rence. With an Atlas of 100 plates.’ 2 vols. 4to. Philadelphia: Lippincott 
& Co., 1860. 
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sible, all other information necessary to a complete summary or 
manual of North-American ornithology. No other work extant 
gives a complete ornithology of our country; and it has been 
the especial object of the authors and publishers to adapt it to 
the wants of the student and lover of nature, and to present in 
a condensed form, and at a price within the reach of all, a re- 
liable text-book in this favourite department of natural history. 
Extended bibliographical notices, embracing full references to 
very nearly all authors on American ornithology, have been 
added, and will be found to be of high interest to the student 
and naturalist. 

“The Atlas, embracing as it does 100 plates of birds not figured 
by Audubon, will be found indispensable to the possessor of 
that distinguished author’s ‘ Birds of America,’ completing it 
to the present time. 

“ As stated in the preface, the descriptions and figures in the 
present work have been taken almost entirely from specimens 
in the Smithsonian Institution. To the Secretary of the Insti- 
tution the publishers are under many obligations for facilities 
in the preparation of this much-extended and greatly improved 
edition.” 


Parts of the Pacific Railway Reports, which relate to the 
natural condition and products of the country traversed near the 
47th and 49th parallels of latitude, have likewise been collected 
together in a separate form, and form a quarto volume, under 
the title of ‘The Natural History of Washington Territory *.’ 
Full details are given about the birds of this country, the por- 
tion relating to the Land-birds being from the pen of Dr. J. G. 
Cooper, and that relating to the Water-birds having been com- 
piled by Dr. G. Suckley, to whose courtesy we stand mdebted for 
a copy of this interesting work. 


* <The Natural History of Washington Territory, with much relating to 
Minnesota, Nebraska, Kansas, Oregon, and California. By J. G. Cooper, 
M.D., and Dr. G. Suckley, U.S.A? New York : Baillière Brothers, 1859. 
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